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Henry V was a notable one in the history of the kingdom.
There was again no son to succeed, as had been the case
when Otto III, and also when Henry II, died. On both
those occasions the electors had eventually chosen from the
royal family that member of it who seemed to have the best
hereditary right. Had they followed those precedents, they
would in 1125 have elected Frederick of Suabia, the nephew
and the chosen heir of Henry V. What makes this election
remarkable is that in preference to Frederick they chose a
man with no royal blood in his veins—duke Lothar of Saxony ;
and by emancipating themselves from the influence of the
hereditary principle they took a step forward in the heighten-
ing of their own power. The German princes who had elected
Rudolf at Forchheim in 1077 had taken the same attitude,
but theirs had been the act of rebels and it was ultimately
unsuccessful. Left to themselves, the lay nobles on this
occasion might not have departed from precedent. The
impulse came from archbishop Adalbert of Mayence, who at
last had the opportunity of avenging himself on Henry V
and was determined to prevent the succession of his heir.
His office gave him the right of initiative at the election of
a king, and he was supported in his policy by Frederick,
archbishop of Cologne, and other leading bishops. He fixed
his choice on his former ally, Lothar, a friend of the Church
and the only noble in Germany who could compete on equal
terms with the Hohenstaufen. Skilfully he displayed Fred-
erick to the nobles as the opponent of their electoral rights,
and so was able to obtain their ready assent to the election
of his candidate.
The issue was finally clinched by the adhesion to Lothar Adhesion of
of the duke of Bavaria, Henry the Black. Though Bavaria j*^y the
had held aloof from the civil war, its duke had not been
unfriendly to the late king and had assisted in the making
of peace in 1121; moreover his daughter Judith was the
wife of Frederick of Suabia. There was, however, in Bavaria
a strong supporter of the policy of Adalbert, archbishop
Conrad of Salzburg, whose ecclesiastical authority extended
over the whole duchy ; his zeal for Church reform had made
him hostile to Henry V and his heir. Probably it was
ecclesiastical influence that worked on Henry the Black and
led him not only to accept Lothar as king but even to abandon

